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the Roumansch or Eomanese.1 The Provencal, which,
In the poetry of the Troubadours, attained at a very
early time to a high literary excellence, has now sunk
down to a mere patois. The earliest Provencal poem,
the Song of Boethius, is generally referred to the tenth
century; Lebeuf referred it to the eleventh. Of Northern.
French we possess some specimens of a still earlier
date. The text of the oaths of Strassburg, as preserved
by Nithart, goes back to A.D. 842, and has been pre-
served to us in a MS. of the ninth or tenth century.
The song of Eulalia has likewise been preserved in
a MS. of the ninth century, and in both the traces of
Northern French, as distinct from. Provenfal, have
been clearly pointed out by Diez.2 Nothing can be
a better preparation for the study of the comparative
grammar of the ancient Aryan languages than a careful
perusal of the Comparative Grammar of the Six Ho~
manic Languages by Professor Diez.

Though   in   a general  way we   trace   these   six
Romanic languages back to Latin, yet it has been

1 The Ronmansch or Rumannsch, the language of the Grisons, is
spoken in the valley of the Inn, the Enghadine; and in the valley of
the Rhine, the Oberland. -The inhabitants of the Enghadine are Pro-
testants; those of the Oberlarul, Roman Catholics. The dialect of the
former is called Roumansch, that of the latter Ladin. There is a re-
ligious literature of the sixteenth century, consisting chiefly of transla-
tions of the Bible, catechisms, and hymns in Roumansch. A translation
of the New Testament exists in the Bodleiiin Library : * L/g Nuof Sainc
Testamaint da nos Signer Jesu Christi, prais our delg Latin et our
d'oters launguax efc huossa da 1102f mis in Arumaunsch. tres lachiam
Bifrum d'Agnedina. Schquischo ilg an MDLX.' The entire Bible has
been published by the Bible Society in both dialects. Some of the
dialects of Northern Italy, such as that of Friuli and of the Adige,
have been proved by Ascoli to be closely allied to the Roumansch.

3 AltromaniscJie SpracJulenkmale, von F. Diez, Bonn, 1846.